[Experience with the AO smallest-fragment set in fractures of the phalanges].
When treated conservatively, fractures of the proximal and middle phalanges require long immobilization with results usually being poor. Operative treatment with K-wires has also been found not to be entirely satisfactory. Therefore small screws and plates (AO) were developed for internal fixation and used in 31 phalangeal fractures. The technique and instruments used are described. Functional results appeared to be superior with this method reported here.